
IMPORTANT INFO – VACCINATION 

CONSENT 

 
*** PATIENT INFORMATION LINKS TO ALL PRACTICE VACCINATIONS ARE AT THE 

BOTTOM OF THIS PAGE *** 

Why you may notice a change 

National guidance has recently clarified how consent for vaccinations must be obtained 

and recorded. 

This is to ensure patients receive clear information and that consent is taken safely and 

consistently. 

These changes do not affect: 

• Your right to choose whether or not to have a vaccine 
• The safety of vaccines 
• Who is eligible for vaccination 

They do affect how consent is managed and who is responsible for different parts of the 

process. 

How consent for vaccination works 

Before administering a vaccination for the first time, patients must be given information 

about: 

• What the vaccine is for 
• The benefits of vaccination 



• Possible side effects and risks 
• The option to ask questions or decline 

This is called informed consent. 

 

You may receive this information: 

• In a leaflet 
• Via a link sent by text or email 
• On our website 

• Or through discussion with a GP, nurse, or pharmacist 

Who is responsible for consent 

Under national guidance: 

• A registered healthcare professional (such as a GP, nurse, or pharmacist) is 
responsible for obtaining and recording informed consent. 

• Healthcare Assistants (HCAs) are trained to administer vaccines, but they do not 
take informed consent. 

This means: 

• Informed consent is taken or confirmed by a registered clinician 
• HCAs do not make the clinical decision about consent 

What the Healthcare Assistant will do on the day 

On the day of your vaccination, the Healthcare Assistant will: 

• Check that informed consent has already been obtained 
• Confirm that you are still happy to receive the vaccine 
• Ask safety questions, such as about allergies, recent illness, or changes in your health 

• Check for any new contraindications before giving the vaccine 
• Involve a GP or nurse if there are any concerns or uncertainties 

If you ask a question that needs a clinical decision, or if there is anything unclear, the 

HCA will pause the vaccination and involve a registered clinician before proceeding. 

You can change your mind at any point, including at the appointment. 

If you have had this vaccine before 

If you have received the same vaccine in the past, this helps us understand that you may 

already be familiar with it. 

However: 

• Consent is still checked each time 
• Information is updated regularly 
• You will always be given the opportunity to ask questions or decline 
• If you are consulting with a HCA they may need to pause the consultation to get 

clarification regarding your query 



Questions or concerns 

Please contact the practice if you: 

• Would like to speak to a GP, nurse, or pharmacist before your appointment 
• Have a medical condition, allergy, or are unsure if the vaccine is suitable 
• Need more information to help you decide 

In summary 

• You will always receive information before a new vaccination is administered for the 
first time 

• A registered clinician is responsible for informed consent 
• The HCA will check consent, confirm safety, and involve a clinician if needed 
• Your choice, understanding, and safety is our priority 
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fshingles-vaccination-for-adults-aged-70-or-79-years-of-age-a5-leaflet%2Fvaccination-against-shingles-guide-from-september-2023&data=05%7C02%7Cjulie.howgate%40nhs.net%7C0e0c7a913b734131975608df1419b6d9%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639251772807314858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w4%2Bd9hVStoDhl%2FM77RKe3ToBs71%2FAwWipBQFoHrHpbM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fvaccinations%2Fflu-vaccine%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjulie.howgate%40nhs.net%7C0e0c7a913b734131975608df1419b6d9%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639251772807334970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OpKfSixRRYQAk5TrApWScPgraG89%2F7YcjkAVUKREWr0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fwhich-flu-vaccine-should-children-have%2Fflu-vaccines-for-children-and-young-people&data=05%7C02%7Cjulie.howgate%40nhs.net%7C0e0c7a913b734131975608df1419b6d9%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639251772807364705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HYcbqxmagnkivsakvs%2FuQ%2BEXMjzSB8sa4OKGJP5T3KA%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fvaccinations%2Fpneumococcal-vaccine%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjulie.howgate%40nhs.net%7C0e0c7a913b734131975608df1419b6d9%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639251772807384344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ylMTSzj96vGY%2FSc5cAT76Hau7bbNPPSM8z9MbGyVeC8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fvaccinations%2Fcovid-19-vaccine%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjulie.howgate%40nhs.net%7C0e0c7a913b734131975608df1419b6d9%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639251772807403084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0WFVuE%2FgVPQ3VUWM2ryxwYUEuaH1YgK3nPoseK3n3qI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fvaccinations%2Frsv-vaccine%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjulie.howgate%40nhs.net%7C0e0c7a913b734131975608df1419b6d9%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639251772807421917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xVEFeE16Ktz%2FUEP2SueBYwnyIYCqjMd2wFWae8x7El0%3D&reserved=0

